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About the UC 
……………………………………………………… 

We are a chartered panel of volunteer residents 

under the Verrado Community Association, Inc. 

We inform and empower residents on utility 

matters that affect Verrado and Victory through 

workshops, intervention, advocacy, and 

communication like this.  Contact us at: 

VerradoUtilitiesCouncil@dmbcommunitylife.com 

Ways to Save on your EPCOR Bill 
…………………………………………………………. 
 

If you have a 1-inch water meter, your bill is about 

$40 a month more than homes who have a ¾ inch 

meter.  The UC can help you through the process 

of down-sizing.  The total cost is $385 (part to an 

architect and part to EPCOR).  Some limitations 

apply.  

If you’re using a lot more water than you should, 

we offer free in-home water audits to locate the 

sources of waste.  We’ve done dozens of these in 

the community and have been very successful at 

finding opportunities to save. Contact us at:  

VerradoUtilitiesCouncil@dmbcommunitylife.com 

 

  

          Energy Workshop 

 

Arizona Drought Contingency Plan  

 
The federal government required all states to plan and develop 
a drought contingency plan by February 1, 2019. The 
government’s water cutback proposal would impact California, 
Arizona and Nevada by spreading the impact to all three states 
to protect the water level behind Hoover Dam.  Reservoirs have 
been falling year after year and at some point will trigger the 
water cutbacks to these states.  Arizona now has a Drought 
Contingency Plan in place.  
 
Arizona will be impacted once we reach the phase 1 state of the 
drought plan when the water level at Lake Mead drops below 
1,075 feet above sea level.  Automatic reductions are then 
triggered in how much water can be taken out of the Colorado 
River.  When you consider making landscape changes, you 
should keep this in mind and consider drought resistant plants, 
bushes and trees.  
  

 

EPCOR – Water Consolidation Rate Case 

Update  
 

Rate case hearings have been delayed once again by the Arizona 

Corporation Commission (ACC).  The Commissioners votes were 

split 2 to 2 for consolidation of 11 water districts including Agua 

Fria, Anthem, Chaparral, Havasu, Mohave, North Mohave, 

Paradise Valley, Sun City, Sun City West, Tubac, and Willow 

Valley.  Commissioners have asked EPCOR for an interim rate to 

be set under a new docket.  A tentative meeting has been 

scheduled for March 28 to review the ROO (Recommended 

Opinion and Order) on the rate case. A date has not been set for 

the permanent rate case. 
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Ways to Save on Your APS Bill 
…………………………………………………………. 
For those non-solar customers who selected one of 

the new APS rate plans (Saver Choice, Saver 

Choice Plus, Saver Choice Max) that have On-peak 

(3pm – 8pm, M – F) and Off-peak (8pm – 3pm, M 

– F, all day on weekends and 10 major holidays) 

energy and/or demand charge, here are ways to 

save: 

Shift – the use of your energy from On-peak to Off-

peak hours.  Great for Saver Choice, Saver Choice 

Plus, Saver Choice Max. 

Stagger – the use of major appliances during On-

peak hours.  Great for Saver Choice Plus, Saver 

Choice Max. 

Save – on your overall energy usage with programs, 

tips and tools provided on www.aps.com.  

Solar Tax Credit 
……………………………………………. 
The federal solar tax credit, also known as the 

investment tax credit (ITC) allows new solar 

customers that purchase their solar system to 

deduct 30% of the cost of installing a solar energy 

system from your federal taxes in 2019.  There is 

no cap on the system value.  The average new solar 

customer saves over $5,000 on the cost of going 

solar in 2019. 

 

In 2020, new solar customers that purchase a 

system can deduct 26% of the cost of the system 

from their taxes, 2021 22% and in 2022 there is no 

federal credit for residential solar energy systems. 

 

In previous years, new solar energy system 

customers that purchase a solar system could not 

claim the tax credit unless their system was 

operational. Now, the legislation allows them to 

claim it as soon as the construction of the system is 

complete, if it is operational by December 31, 

2023. 

 

APS Reducing Customer Bills and 

Announces Shift to Battery Testing  

 
 
After approval from the Arizona Corporation Commission (ACC), 
APS announced a decrease to the Power Supply Adjustor (PSA) 
effective February 1, 2019 through January 31, 2020. 
The following is on the February bill:  “The PSA, which collects for 
fuel and purchased power costs beyond those in base rate, 
decreased by $0.002897 to $0.001658 per kilowatt hour.  For a 
residential customer whose average monthly consumption is 
1,064 kilowatt-hours, the PSA will reduce the customers’ bills by 
$3.08 per month. 
 
APS is also participating in the Energy Imbalance Market run by 
the California Independent System Operator. By participating, 
APS will be paid for taking power from other solar plants that 
have excess power to distribute. Last year’s savings to APS was 
$45 million. 
 
APS has a plan to shift to battery testing, since battery prices 
have fallen so that the technology to provide customers with 
stored energy is becoming more feasible.  APS is planning to add 
large, building-size battery systems to the power grid across 
Arizona.  Surplus energy will be stored during the day and 
discharged in the evening after sunset.  Moving to battery 
storage will increase the amount of renewable energy APS uses 
and over time will phase out coal. 
 
A combination of solar storage and standalone battery storage 
facilities are planned to be built that will have a 500-megawatt 
capacity by 2025.  The first two 100-megawatt solar-storage 
plants (through power-purchase agreements) are planned to be 
in service by June, 2021.  There will be one in Sun City (provided 
by AES) and another in El Mirage (provided by Invenergy). They 
are requesting proposals and determining locations for other 
sites that will be owned by APS.  
 
In addition to the above, APS has a 15-year power-purchase 
agreement with First Solar to construct a 50-megawatt solar-
powered battery that will store solar power in the batteries and 
APS will use the stored power during peak energy usage. 

 

http://www.aps.com/

