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PROPOSITION 127 

Proposition 127 Ballot Initiative will be on the November 6, 2018 Arizona General Election Ballot.  Early 
ballots will be mailed to voters on October 10, 2018.  The following information and links are provided 
to help electricity customers understand what is in Proposition 127.                                                                              

Clean Energy for a Healthy Arizona Application Initiative Petition.  
https://apps.azsos.gov/election/2018/general/ballotmeasuretext/C-04-2018.pdf   

Clean Energy for a Healthy Arizona Committee filed an “Application for Serial Number Initiative Petition 
A.R.S 19-111” with the Secretary of State’s office on February 20, 2018.  The link will provide you with 
full text language of this initiative petition.   

What is Proposition 127?                                                                                                                                          
https://ballotpedia.org/Arizona_Proposition_127,_Renewable_Energy_Standards_Initiative_(2018)  

Proposition 127, also known as Clean Energy for a Healthy Arizona, is a ballot measure initiative started 
by an out-of-state group (NextGen Climate Action) primarily funded by California billionaire Tom Steyer.  
Proposition 127 would amend Article XV of the Constitution of Arizona to require electricity providers to 
generate at least 50% of their annual sales of electricity from renewable energy sources.  If passed, the 
constitutional amendment would replace Arizona’s current Energy Profile Standard for renewable 
energy from 15% by 2025 to 50% by 2030.                                                                                                              

What is the Ballot Measure Language for Proposition 127?                                                                                                          
Arizona Secretary of State - https://azsos.gov/elections/initiative-referendum-and-recall   

“PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION BY THE INITIATIVE RELATING TO RENEWABLE 
ENERGY PRODUCTION”                                                                                                           
“OFFICIAL TITLE                                                                                                                                                                                                      
AMENDING ARTICLE XV OF THE CONSTITUTION OF ARIZONA TO REQUIRE ELECTRICITY PROVIDERS TO 
GENERATE AT LEAST 50% OF THEIR ANNUAL SALES OF ELECTRICITY FROM RENEWABLE ENERGY SOURCE 
DESCRIPTIVE TITLE                                                                                                                                             
THE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT WOULD REPLACE ARIZONA’s CURRENT PLAN FOR INCREASING 
RENEWABLE ENERGY USE BY IMPOSING A NEW MANDATE REQUIRING NONGOVERNMENTAL ELECTRIC 
UTILITIES TO INCREASE THE PORTION OF THEIR RETAIL ENERGY SALES GENERATED FROM CERTAIN 
TYPES OF RENEWABLE ENERGY RESOURCES TO 50% by 2030. 

A “YES” vote will replace Arizona’s current plan for transitioning nongovernmental electric utilities to 
renewable energy with a constitutional mandate that, irrespective of cost to consumers, 50% of the 
retail energy sales of these utilities come from certain types of renewable energy by 2030 (neither pre-

https://apps.azsos.gov/election/2018/general/ballotmeasuretext/C-04-2018.pdf
https://ballotpedia.org/Arizona_Proposition_127,_Renewable_Energy_Standards_Initiative_(2018)
https://azsos.gov/elections/initiative-referendum-and-recall
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1997 hydropower nor any nuclear generation counts for this percentage); the current plan increases use 
of the same types of renewable energy from 8% this year to 15% in 2025. A “YES” vote also will mandate 
that these utilities increase their use of distributed renewable energy (energy locally generated and 
distributed from customers’ premises) to 10% by 2030; will require the new mandates be met by 
obtaining renewable energy credits, which may be created through renewable energy production or 
purchased from others who own existing renewable energy credits; and will require the Arizona 
Corporation Commission to enact implementing regulations. 

A “NO” vote will preserve the existing rules that govern the required annual percentage of retail sales of 
renewable energy by nongovernmental electric utilities.” 

How would Proposition 127 change Arizona’s energy policy?   

Arizona’s Renewable Energy Profile Standard is currently 15% of renewable energy sources by 2025. 
Proposition 127 would mandate that electric utilities generate 50% of energy sales from renewable 
energy sources by 2030.  Defined renewable energy in Proposition 127 includes solar, wind, biomass, 
certain hydropower, but excludes “pre-1997 hydropower nor any nuclear generation for this 
percentage”.  

How does Proposition 127 affect you? 

Please take a few minutes to review the Clean Energy for a Healthy Arizona Committee and Arizonans 
for Affordable Electricity websites. 

A “YES” vote - Clean Energy for a Heathy Arizona Committee -  https://cleanhealthyaz.com                                                                                                                               

- Improve air quality 
- Create jobs 
- Lower energy cost 

A “NO” vote - Arizonans for Affordable Electricity -  https://votenoprop127.com    

If passed, Proposition 127 would:                                       
- Increase energy cost 
- Lost jobs 
- Lost tax revenue 
- Increase carbon emissions 
- Threaten closure of Palo Verde Nuclear Generating Station 

 
APS – “KEEP ENERGY AFFORDABLE AND RELIABLE:  VOTE NO ON PROP 127” 

 “If passed, Proposition 127 would: 

- Circumvent Arizona’s current structure for regulating utilities, which has provided Arizona 
residents with some of the safest most reliable, and affordable energy in the country for over 
100 years 

- Enshrine in the state constitution a regulatory mandate that will dramatically increase electric 
bills (especially those of low-income and fixed-income residents), a mandate that could not be 
changed or modified without costly ballot initiative of ¾ vote of the Legislature – leaving Arizona 
residents with the burden of complying with a mandate that will have devastating consequences 

https://cleanhealthyaz.com/
https://votenoprop127.com/
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- Require Arizona utilities to shut down power plants that have been providing safe, affordable, 
and reliable energy for decades, costing taxpayers tens of millions of dollars in lost tax revenue 
and thousands of high-paying jobs; Arizona schools stand to lose $670 Million in revenues by 
2030 if Prop 127 passes 

- Threaten the viability of the Palo Verde Nuclear Generating Station, the largest source of clean, 
carbon-free energy in the country, costing 3,000 Arizona families their jobs and erasing tens of 
millions of dollars of tax revenue for Arizona schools and public safety 

- Force Arizona residents to pay hundreds of millions of dollars for the construction of new, 
carbon-emitting natural gas plants that would be necessary to generate electricity when the sun 
is not shining and wind not blowing 

- Weaken Arizona’s economic competitiveness by more than doubling residents, commercial and 
industrial energy cost by 2030  

While Tom Steyer’s paid spokespeople claim the initiative will reduce Arizona residents’ electricity 
bills and improve public health, the reality is that the initiative will do neither.  Renewable energy is 
intermittent and requires support from flexible resources like natural gas or battery storage – these 
additional resources will require Arizona residents to pay billions of dollars extra to help keep the 
lights and A/C on.  In addition, the public health issues (asthma and respiratory illnesses) that the 
initiative spokespeople claim would be addressed by the ballot measure would not be improved by 
shutting down baseload plants such as Palo Verde. 

In summary, an out-of-state group funded by a California billionaire is attempting to buy an 
amendment to the state constitution by inaccurately telling voters that it will clean the air and 
reduce their electricity bills.  In fact, Prop 127 is certain to dramatically increase electricity bills, kill 
thousands of jobs, eliminate tens of millions of dollars in tax revenue, and increase carbon emissions 
in Arizona.” 

Ballot Measure Arguments “For” and “Against” Proposition 127.                                                          
Arizona Secretary of State - https://azsos.gov/elections/initiative-referendum-and-recall 

Ballot Measure Arguments “For” and “Against” Proposition 127 filed with the Secretary of State’s office.  

Conclusion:  
Sounds great – clean renewable energy.  Replace current Energy Profile Standard from 15% by 2025 to 
50% by 2030.  But there is more at stake in Proposition 127 if passed.                                                                                                                                                                 
Please make sure you understand what is in Proposition 127 and the effects it could have on you as an 
electricity customer when voting.                                                                                                                                                               
Do what’s right for Arizona – Please Vote! 

About the UC 
……………………………………………………… 

We are a chartered panel of volunteer residents under the Verrado Community Association, Inc. We inform and 
empower residents on utility matters that affect Verrado and Victory through workshops, intervention, advocacy, 
and communication like this.  Contact us at: VerradoUtilitiesCouncil@dmbcommunitylife.com 
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